February 26, 1990

Memo to File:
Re: 951 South Delaware

Kar| Barke, Air Pollution Control, informed this office the
sample of pollution he obtained from 951 South Delaware was
matched to diesel by GC. The match was close except for a
few of the volatile compounds. Mrs. Beckham called this
morning and said Mr. Coleman's son indicated there use to be
a fuel oil tank at their home.

e

Stephen Short

951 S. Devswsne



MEMO TO FILE

RE: Addendum to memo about the Beckham's house at
851 S. Delaware

Due to several heavy rainfall events, I checked MH 64 on
Grand on the following days:

Monday, March 12, 1999
MH 64 2% L.E.L. It rained heavilv over the weekend.

Friday, March 16, 1990
MH 64 @X L.E.L. It rained heavily on Wednesday.
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February 22, 1990

Memo to File
951 South Delaware

On feb'larv 20, 19290 Karen Chandler and Steve Short accompa-
nied Jerry Cody and Bill Crossland from the Fire Department

in an inspecticn of 951 South Delawars to tdnvesticate a com-
plaint of an oil-like Tliquid esntering the basement of the
residence. The home is a late 1%40's brick structure with
2/3's basement under the west portion of the structure. Ga
and  water mains are located along Delaware Streest. Service
lines enter the basement on the south side. Both natural gas
and water lines have been replaced in the last few vyears.
The sanitary sewsr main is located n an alley in the rear of

r' lj) ]

the lot. The home drains by gravity to the sewer. The base-
ment has a stcocol and several floor drains. One floor drain

in  the southwest quadrant receives the water from an auto-
matic washer through a hose te a removed cleanout plug in =

floor drain. The home has & natural gas furnace Hdnstalled
within the Jlast five years, by the current owners who's
C.U.'s initial date s 11/84. It has a coal chute door on
the south side of the basement. There s a small concrete

footing located next to the outside basement wall Just north
of where the basement wall extends to the west for the out-

side vard entrance. The footing does not serve any purpose
today, but may have served as a fuel oil tank Foundation.

This is due west of the sewsr pipe that penstrates the base-
mant fleoor that provides the loss of integrity that has al-
Towed the pollutant to snter the structure.

The cwners, Meorris and Pear il Beckham guided us to an ares at
the base of ths imterio stairs to the basement where the
sanitary sewer pipe penetrates the basement floor to serve
the main Tloor. The pipe is located just inside the basement
wall and near the center of tha west wall. Thers is an out-
side entrance stairway a Tfew feet to the south of the sewsr
pipe. The outside entrance area is a continuation of the
basement concrete wall and appszars to have been pourad at the
same time. The pollutant observed is 1ittle more than a

stain on the concrete Tloor, while a floor mat that had been
used to cover the stain smells very strongly of & diesel like
compound . Similar but less pronounced stains were observed
in  several other locations at seems or c¢racks in the fleoor.
One area of special importance is the installation of what

Mrs. Beckham called "perforated pipe"” by Charles Howsll,
Hometech Water Proffessionals, B869-1535, in 1985 or 1986.
She Hdndicated the contractor jackhammered the flcor and <n-
stalled the pipe to eliminate a water sespage probiem in  the
basement. The extent of the project can be estimated From
the ribbon patch in the concrete Tloor that extends from a
flocrdrain near the centerwest porticon of the basement esast
to the east basement wall and then south along the =ast wall
approximate ly ten feet. This appears to be a illegal connec

tion of a groundwater footing drain to the sanitary sewer.
Th

s possibly could have plaved a significant role 1in  the
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cuirrent problem by lowering the high groundwater table so
that a pollutant in the soil cutside the basement wall could
follow the cone of depression and migrate under the basement
£ } cor
] -

uth Delaware and surrcunding homes were in-

The vard of 951 So
igns of fuel oil tanks, drop tubes, or other

vestigated for s

obvious signs of hydrocarboeon contamination. Mone were ob-
served. 955 South Delaware, occupied by Mr. Coleman, was
also investigated. He is in excess of 20 years old and moved
in the home in 1940, He could not recall the Beckhams home
ever using fuel oil. His basement was investigated with no
indications of any similar pollutant problem. The basement

had several active groundwater leaks that flowed across the
floor to & Tour tdinch clay pipe located +in the south basement

wall, floor interface. This pipes does not appear to be con-
nected to the sanitary sewer and may be tributary to a storm
SEWE . We also received permission from Mr. Coleman to pump
a old hand pump in his backyvard. A Tew gallons was pumped
and no odor or sheen was observed. We did not dinspect the

Hedrick home at 961 South Delaware.

We did observe some elevated L.E.L. readings in the sanitary
sewer in Grand Street.

Stephan Short
Water Polluticon Control Inspector
Surved llance and Enftorcement
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- Smelly, oil-like liquid
. Seeps into basements
Fire official suspects buried fuel tank

-

By J. Lee Howard: | iiai: 201 000 0
The News-Leadar || '™ % ( = o bR REad g b
j i What's oily; smells like kergsene and won't go away?.
No one's quite sure, bt it's peeping into. Morris and
Pearl Beckham's basement: - 1.4,
+. 1 came. down Friday morning o water/my plants:
g.nd I thought it was water at first,” said Pearl Beck-
am, 951 8. Delaware Ave. “But [ gbt to cleaning it, and-
1 thought it was oil”; |y <o 7100 e nlE
. Whatever it is, it's algo been:bubbling up.thbough a™ | : g i e
drain in the basement at Charles and Peggy Hedrick’s R T R ‘
house, two doors.down from. the Beckhams at 963 S..
Delaware Ave, . 71 rieiy T S
o "I don't know what it is,” Peggy Hedrick said. She ;
said &he’s noticed the keroseneliﬁz smell in her bage- U
. ment.on and off for eight of the 10 years she and her Yaeds _
.huébani.'hﬁve{awhed their hgme.. . ’ dr - Ly e e
- ""We keep plastic over jt (the drain),"! Hedrick said. . . dintag pib el afsleyd
“We feel a little uncomfortable about it," el iﬁﬁﬁf}j}\?ﬂﬁ?ﬁ? i R
' !, The Beckhams havg lived at their house for four e D'ék'Ch‘; ppin .
.years! Bach year, she said, the unidentified but evil. '€ a_rlz,_ N da "{;’L"ney bR ARepsphe it nian %%Y
smelling fluid has .periodigally, oozed ‘through their PE“B,‘E%S%. 9N Larazon (/m0s; Cheney said the Uniy
basement, floor, - " Tieern Nl EEIRTTET C pingtp icidls '.qudﬁy"thﬂrt. A W’ﬂ-"_aﬁ-l‘mmm&? by
By*Sunday, Beckhamisaid the amell got sp. bad she Stﬁt’f’ﬁ-z‘,’"”--?b%rldQ“;l.@..l?ﬁgf’?‘uh?fg.@f:"t' ..Wsh 1t to atay - and'gh]
called the fire department and City Utilities to inspect. ﬁnd,s;thgtl keeping ithem s fao expensiv _ l{egff.tlatecf are A_acggptaﬁlue
the blot on her basement flgor, The examination failed  OF th??;*m‘?‘?'»qm are uhwelcome, v " tes.” R e o
to identify the source or the nature of the material,. - As:violenca «wag, rppopted. in several, -
- ‘However, Battalion Chief Steve Strader said vapor clashes b‘GtW‘?.Q}l lgﬁmtgrgtgsters_and,p
readings. taken from !the .Hedricks' ‘and Beckhams' ., lice mear 1.8 "ipstallatio
b IR e R I O i nearly. three hoprg:wi
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j 180,000 turntables and " |} edngsday in Room 300
| 1.2 million CD players., .. 1@ 'Cam) L N




-yard. She has a‘backyard garden
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homes found . nothing' potentially. turing from her k;tqhen wmdow to

" ‘the peach treeq." Beckharn smd gea-

flammable or dangerous. A third the backyard garden “"We dldnt.

home also was checked, but pro- ' know what the deal was.”

duced nothing, he added. Fire Chief Phil Johnston said ha
Preliminary findings indicate couldn't be sure what's plaguing t.he

.that the material may be getting Beckhams or the Hedricks,

into ‘the Beckhams' home from. ~But Johnston'said he's run mto
ground water seeping through the. similar problems in the past. Gener:.
ﬂoor near a drain pipe, he said.” " ally, he said, the culprit is as Beck-
“We do have an ador and a gign of -, ham suspects - = buried and forgot,

seepage, * Strader said. “But-we're - ten fuel tank, - ;
not in‘a tmn to say what elae i8 . “T've come across a lot of situa-
initsis : "% tiong like this in the past wherd the
- The Fire Departmentreferred thel water table comes 'ilp. and CcAYs§Es

case ‘to the city Sanitary Services- fuel from a tank to rise to the eur- 3

Division for further-investigation, face,™ Johnston ‘said, L
Stradér said; A representative with . 7"Because of' the” reterit rame
the dwmmn could’ ntgt be reached. - we've had, it wouldn't surprise me if
Monday. 5 - e anold fuel oil tank let 1dose and got’
‘Pearl Beckhem ‘said the gub- / mixed up in the weter table,” John-
stance simells' like kerosene, luoke gton said’ ¢ o707 H
like oil and makes ‘her nervous.: Beckham’ sald she hopes some-
\"Someone once told me there wae thing will be done and quickly, !
a gagoline tank buried in this area,” " Pear] Beckhain is 83 dnd her hug-'
Beckham said.-"T say:if there's'a  band is 89; She said she'doesn’t rel”
tank:buried - amund here sume-" ish -the thought. of trymg to buy
where; lef's djg it ip.”" - 750 ahiothér holge: =3k
- Beckhdm ‘also" said ehe feara tl‘ie“ ..Hedrick expressed some rehef —
stuff may be contaminating ‘her hut'twinged with daubt.: - _
Y] think it's dangeruus," Hedrick
said. "There s nothing pooling down

Usua]]y she grows her tomatoes —
“'some of them 3% inches across” —
on the south side of the yard. - pool up,-you, can smell, something
This past summer, Beckham eald, that smells ﬂammable

she decided to grow them on the \."
northern-‘side; The: vines mysteri- '--aolved -ghe’ spid:- “But, after eight
ously turned black and died. . years, I can't say I'm real optimistic
“We had 'a fow right'there anmss‘ about anythmg.,happenmg b EHp

"I'd hke to see the, problem‘
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producer” N, F e
1gauiu 28 is’ secretary genera] of S
Youth, part of the. leftist party.

'He is one of.the keys to President. Daniel
Ortega’s effort to beat the United National Oppo- .-
sition, led by Violeta Barrios de Chamorro (RN
" Clearly, things have changed since the days-
when the Sandinista Youth motto was a. d:eary
Mamatﬂ 'Study, Dafend, Produce;' e 1,0

The motto is now “Plug mto the Future. and-
the gell is; pure sex. i/ L ]

The youth vate will be' a cntlcal fgctor m
Sunday’s’ genera) electlon A thll‘d of} the'=1
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: Both''of Susen'e"gtandmothem
lwe +in-Springfield. Her' mother!s"-
other is Beetme\’Bplut“' hér' fa:
er's mother'ia.Cleo Jehneon. Her
parente, Clifford'Bud!*and Patrisia:
lin) Johnson, ‘attended South-
ssouri S!iaff University and;
after living gevera plqces ‘settled m
Chmagu “for about,'25 Years.. (.
“She had her ‘mouth: w1de,qpep., - -Jennifer'’s rolewas o
qrymg, ' Cleo Johnson sauL U dcase of bemg at. the Tig
' "T'wouldn't heve missed it for the »;the nght time, She. waﬁ el

worlci She was on’and off before I own curtain call. b
realized it, I've been gp excited, I've? :*Tim Halligan’ e:gplame
told all my fnends for & yeal;, a.nd La phone interview from hi
half, o home Monday: that, he £
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‘BAST LANSING;: chh iz Na—
tion of Islam leader ‘Louis' Farrak-!
han told a university audience he
awesno apology to his Jewish crit-
ics because Jews have “'sucked the
blaod of the black community.” "
~‘Farrakhan. spoke to about 4, 000
people Sunday at Michigan State
University as Jewish:students and
others protested outside. '
_ The black Muslim minister; who'
has pmvoked controyersy with pre-
vious remarks: about Jews; said

and mistreated . blacks. He gaid he
owes ng,apology to Jewish, cptms 0
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MEMO TO FILE

On Monday, February 19, 1990, Steve Short received a call
from Steve Strader of the Fire Department about what appears

to be a petroleum product coming through a crack in the wall
of the basement at 951 S. Delaware. This house belongs to
Pearl and Morris Beckham. There was also a solvent odor in
the basement of the Hedrick's house at 963 S. Delaware.

On Tuesday, February 20, 1990, Steve Short and I checked some
manholes in the area. We had the following readings in the
manholes behind the houses on Delaware(wye map Q-12):
10:40 a.m.
MH 63 0% L.E.L,
MH 62 0% L.E.L,
MH 74 0% L.E.L.
We then checked some manholes on Grand Street and got the
following readings:
MH 64(wye map R-12, 10:40 a.m.) 20% L.E.L.
We opened the cover of this manhole and there was a gasoline
odor in it. Steve collected a sample in the scooper and.
there was a silvery sheen on the water in the line flowing to
the west. We opened up manhole 74 and Steve scooped a sample
from the line flowing south and the line flowing west. There
was no petroleum odor in this manhole and there was no sheen
on the water from either of the lines flowing through it.

MH 27(Q-13, 11:05 a.m.) 5% L.E.L. There was a gasoline
odor in the manhole
and a slight silvery
sheen on the water in

fiks...

MH 81(11:1@¢ a.m.) 0% L.E.L. No odor in manhole,
no sheen on the wa-
ter.

MH 23(11:20 a.m.) 0% L.E.L The manhole was
sealed.

MH 24(11:25 a.m.) 0% L.E.L No odor in the man-—
hole.

MH 25(11:29 a.m.) 2% L.E.L.

MH 26(11:30 a.m.) 0% L.E.L.

While we were checking this last manhole, Fire Marshals Bill
Crossland and Jerry Cody pulled up near our truck. We all
went to the Beckham's house to talk to them and to 1look in
their basement to see if we could find any evidence that the
house had been heated in the past using a buried fuel oil
tank. Mrs. Beckham showed us the area near the wall where
the apparent petroleum product had entered their basement.
There was also another small crack in the basement floor near
the toilet where it looked as if a little of the product had
oozed up through the floor. Mrs. Beckham said that basement
had water in it several years ago when they bought the house.
She said they had had to have it waterproofed. The contrac-
tor that did the job installed perforated pipe around the
foundation of the house,. Mrs. Beckham was gqguite upset about
the situation and said they were going to "fight it." We

Q5/ §. Depwede



then checked around the outside of the house for evidence of
a fuel o0il tank, but could find none.

We then talked to Mr. Coleman at 955 8. Delaware. Mr.
Coleman said he was 93. He also told us he moved into his
house in 1940 and it was the first one on the street. He
couldn't remeber there being a fuel oil tank next door. He
said he had never had any strange odors or evidence of hydro-
carbon in his bhasement. We looked around down in the base-
ment. There was some groundwater flowing across the floor,
but there was no evidence he had ever had any hydrocarbon
product in his basement. Mr. Coleman said we could check the
water from the hand pump in his backyard. It was clear and
odorless.

Steve and I then rechecked MH 64 and the reading was 3%
0 T I checked this manhole again at 3:30 p.m. and the
reading was 0% L.E.L.

Wednesday, February 21, 1990.

MH 64 0% L.E.L.

MH 27 0% L.E.L.

Mrs. Beckham called and said that Harold Bramlett of
Tite—-Seal Basement Water Professionals was the contractor
that had waterproofed her basement in 1985.

Thursday, February 22, 1990.

10:00 a.m. It rained Wednesday night and Thursday morning.
MH 64 0% L.E.L.

Harold Bramlett returned my call about the Beckham's base-
ment. He said he couldn't remember the job offhand, but if
he had seen a hydrocarbon product while he was digging, he
would have brought it to the attention of the owners.

Friday, February 23, 1990/
MH 64 0% L.E.L.

/ -
(:}))CL L 6 /-LCL VWDU*" L
Karen Chandler
WPCI II
S & E

cc: Mr. Randy Lyman, Sewer Surveillance and Billing
Supervisor

Mr. Robert R. Schaefer, P.E., Superintendent of Sanitary Ser-
vices

Ms. Judy Dill, MDNR

955 5- Lrswest
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February 22, 990

Memo to File
8951 South Delaware

On February 20, 19908 Karen Chandler and Steve Short accompa-
nied Jerry Cody and Bil11l Crossland from the Fire Department
in an inspection of 951 South Delaware to investigate a com-
plaint of an oil-Tlike liquid enter1ng the basement of the
residence. The home is a late 1940's brick structure with a
2/3's basement under the west portion of the structure. Gas
nd water mains are located along Delaware Street. Service
ines enter the basement on the south side. Both natural gas
nd water Jlines have been replaced in the last few vears.
He sanitary sewer main is located in an alley in the rear of
He lot. The home drains by gravity toc the sewer. The base-
gnt has a stool and several floor drains. One floor drain
in  the southwest quadrant receives the water from an auto-
at1c washer through a hose to a removed c¢leanout plug in a
floor drain. The home has a natural gas furnace +dnstalled
ithin the Jlast five vears, by the current owners who's
U.'s initial date is 11/84. It has a coal chute door on
He south side of the basement. There is a small concrete
3ot1ng lTocated next to the outside basement wall Just north
o where the basement wall extends to the west for! the out-
side yard entrance. The footing does not serve any purpose
aday, but may have served as a fuel oil tank foundation.
His is due wWest of the sewer pipe that penetrates the base-
ant floor that provides the loss of integrity that has al-
dwed the pollutant to enter the structure.

THe owners, Morris and Pearl Beckham guided us to an area at
tHe base of the interior stairs to the basement where the
$ﬁnitary sewer pipe penetrates the basement floor to serve
the main floor. The pipe is located just inside the basement

wall and near the center of the west wall. There s an out-

ide entrance stairway a few feet to the south of the sewer

72ﬂ545£ﬂ6/ ipe. The outside entrance area is a continuation |of the
‘5¢ﬂgﬁjv7 asement concrete wall and appears to have been poured at the
same time. The pollutant observed is l1ittle more than a

ORTE - stlain on the concrete floor, while a floor mat that had been
f%oﬂ?}ém%évuaed to cover the stain smells very strongly of a diesel like
campound. Similar but less pronounced stains were observed

,420LJ’ several other locations at seems or cracks in the floor.
6 &He area of special 1mportance is the installation of what
zﬁnﬂb Mrs Beckham called "perforated pipe" by -Shartes—Howedd,
fgzg,/éé?a i ; , in 1985. ofi—Id%nb-

indicate he contrac JacKhammered the floor and in-
stalled the pipe to eliminate a water seepage problem in the
dsement. The extent of the project can be estimated from

He ribbon patch in the concrete floor that extends from a
Toordra1n near the centerwest portion of the basement east
o the east basement wall and then south along the east wall
ﬂprox1mate1y ten feet. This appears to be a illegal connec-
ion of a groundwater footing drain to the sanitary sewer.
His possibly could have played a significant role in the
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current problem by lowering the high groundwater table so
that a poliutant in the soil ocutside the basement wall could

follow the cone of depression and migrate under the basement
floor .

The yard of 951 South Delaware and surrounding homes were in-
vestigated for signs of fuel oil tanks, drop tubes, or other
obvious signs of hydrocarbon contamination. None were ob-
Eerved. 955 South Delaware, occupied by Mr. Coleman, was
1so investigated. He is in excess of 90 years old and moved
in the home in 1940. He could not recall the Beckhams home
ever using fuel oil. His basement was investigated with no
gndicat1ons of any similar pollutant problem. The basement

ad several active groundwater leaks that flowed across the
loor to a four inch clay pipe located in the south basement
411, floor interface. This pipe does not appear to be con-
gcted to the sanitary sewer and may be tributary to a storm

sawer . We also received permission from Mr. Coleman to pump
E' old hand pump in his backyard. A few gallions was pumped
d no odor or sheen was observed. We did not inspect the

adrick home at 961 South Delaware.

We did observe some elevated L.E.L readings in the sanitary
fewer in Grand Street.
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